Orthopedic medical malpractice: an attorney's perspective.
Orthopedic surgeons are trained to manage problems involving the musculoskeletal system. It would be helpful to identify certain procedures, anatomic areas, or issues related to the physician-patient relationship that could potentially lead to a malpractice lawsuit. Once the problems are identified, steps toward continuing education and physician awareness could be initiated. In this study, we performed a randomized nationwide survey of medical malpractice attorneys to evoke their opinion on these issues. We found that the lumbar spine was the most common anatomic area involved in orthopedic medical malpractice cases, and a physician appearing rushed and uninterested is most likely to be the subject of a lawsuit where a poor physician-patient relationship was a contributing factor. Educational and professional programs are needed to increase the awareness and knowledge of orthopedic malpractice risks, and also to identify potentially preventable problems leading to malpractice litigation.